
 Easter weekend I participated in a soccer 

tournament. Women from the Ukarumpa     

community and some high school girls came 

together to make a Ukarumpa team. We even 

had a cheer! We played two games on Friday 

against ladies in the valley and two games on 

Saturday. For never having played together 

before we did pretty well, only losing one game 

out of four. Although I was VERY sore, it was 

nice to get to know the people on my team and 

to play against the wonderful and strong 

women of this country. 

 I would like to introduce you to my new roommate, 

Mandy VanDoren. Mandy came to PNG with her family when she 

was nine years old. We spent the last two years of high school 

together here and were able to meet up whenever our paths 

crossed in Waxhaw, NC. Mandy came back as a missionary to teach 

science in the high school. It is a treat to have a fellow UISSC 

alumnus here to share in old and new memories. We have already 

figured out a good routine and have many things in common 

(especially eating dinner on the couch watching our favorite TV 

show– who needs a table when there are just two of us?). 
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Dear Friends and Family, 

 Greetings from Papua New Guinea (PNG)!  I hope you are enjoying the beginning of your summer. It is beginning 

to feel like summer here as the high school students start preparing for their end of year Sports Day and the incredible  

Jr./Sr. Banquet (instead of a prom). Teachers are scrambling to finish the year well, get their grades together, and not get 

sick (this is the hardest of the three for me  at the moment). We are also beginning the mass exodus of missionaries going 

to their home countries for furlough or to put kids in college. Our center will soon be very quiet and hopefully restful. The 

last three months have been pretty busy for me. Here are some highlights. 
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 Well, the school year is nearly finished and my little kinder kids have certainly learned a lot! I am proud to 

send them off to first grade. In January I became aware of the need for a second grade teacher for the 2012-2013 

school year, and I accepted the challenge. While my little ones will be enjoying their summer I will be figuring out 

what my new class should have learned in first grade and what they need to know to be prepared for third. With 

some children coming back from a year on furlough in their home countries and others leaving for furlough, there is 

no guarantee they all have obtained the same information. I greet this change with excitement and enthusiasm but 

could certainly use your prayers! 

 This term we have been learning about 

community helpers. We took a trip to the Post 

Office and mailed thank you letters to people who 

work in the Ukarumpa community. We had so 

much fun mailing the letters and later putting 

them in different boxes. We even got to visit the 

store and walk into the big meat freezer! That was 

sure a shock to my island babies! 

 While busy reading and writing, our school took some time to have a little fun! Each year we have a 

Book Festival which encourages reading from every grade. This year we had two challenges. Our first 

challenge was for each child in the class to read a given amount of hours in order to win a class party. The 

second challenge was for the whole school to meet their class challenge.  If we did, the principal, Mr. Doron, 

would eat bugs!!! Well, we did it and boy, was it fun! Everyone dressed  up like book characters and paraded 

around. 
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                PRAISE 

*For your continued prayer, 

support and friendship 

* For a wonderful apartment 

and roommate  

* For new friends to have fun 
and enjoy life with 

* For one full year of teaching 
nearly completed 

* For being able to serve God in 
Papua New Guinea 

                      PRAYER                                               

* For personal time with  

 the Lord 

* For my transition to teaching 

second grade and my 
preparations 

*  For good health 

* For wisdom and understanding Until all have heard, 

In my last newsletters I asked you to specifically pray for my health. Thank you for your prayers! I have been 

feeling much better these past three months. I am still prone to catching the newest virus going around on our  

mission center, but who isn’t?! Please continue to pray for good health for our community. 

I should have taken literacy classes... 

A few weeks ago I was struggling to teach some of my students. I currently have a class of eleven students (yes it keeps 

changing). I have one Australian student, three American, one Korean, and six Papua New Guinean. Over the years I have seen 

my students struggle turning their numbers and letters the right way, reading /d/ as /b/ and vise versa, but never have I had 

literacy issues like these. My Papua New Guinean children were using /i/ instead of /e/, not capitalizing the letter /i/ in a 

sentence, and so forth. After racking my brain trying to figure out why they are doing this, it all made sense when I wrote a 

letter to my haus meri (cleaning lady) in Tok Pisin. Of course...they are writing the way the letters are spoken in Tok Pisin! Here 

is an example: 

my students would write ‘My dad and I climbed a tree’ as ‘Mi bab and i climt a tri’. 

So my challenge: In addition to explaining which way the /b/ and /d/ are formed and that the letter /y/ some times pretends 

like he is a vowel, I somehow have to explain that when you hear the long /e/ sound it means you write the letter /e/. I also 

need to explain that in English if the letter /i/ is ever by itself it is always a capital (in Tok Pisin it means something different and 

is not capitalized). 
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